
Devils Lake Report to Await New Information 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined that 
additional environmental data and analysis are needed before release of its final 
integrated Planning Report and Environmental Impact Statement for Devils Lake 
in North Dakota.  
 
"The report looked at various options including raising roads and levees, upper 
basin storage and building an outlet at one of several locations. North Dakotans 
have expressed their interest in an outlet to alleviate flood damages, but we also 
received many comments from others regarding concerns of water quality and 
invasive species," the Army's Chief of Engineers, Lieutenant General Robert B. 
Flowers said. "My staff in St. Paul has done a good job of addressing a very 
complex problem in a short period of time. The draft report recommends 
infrastructure protection, but this also leaves some unmitigated risks. In my 
professional engineering opinion additional analysis is necessary to address all 
of the environmental issues that have been raised. We must, therefore, take 
additional time now to address these issues before issuing a final EIS early next 
year. "  
 
Devils Lake is an inland lake with no natural outlet. The area surrounding the 
lake has experienced several years of unusually wet weather that has caused the 
lake to rise 25 feet in the past eight years. This has led to the destruction or 
relocation of more than 500 homes and the expenditure of over $350 million in 
Federal funds to alleviate the damages.  
 
In 1997, Congress directed the Army Corps of Engineers to examine the 
feasibility of an emergency outlet and to prepare an environmental impact 
statement. Additional information about the situation at Devils Lake is available at  
 
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/project_info/dev_lake/
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